Emelie Rivera comes to Bemidji State University and Northwest Technical Gollege, bringing over two decades of experience within local non-
profits, child protection, tribal court, district court, and other human services,and governmental systems. After completing her undergraduate
at. Bemidji State University, earning a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work, Wit!_i a second major in American Indian Studies, Emelie earned her
Master of Social Work through University of Minnesota, Duluth. :
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- Emelie’s experiences with and understanding of complex trauma, historical tlg‘fluma, resiliency, dispute resolution, and judicial process informs
her approach to practice. In addition to work and family, Emelie is at a point in her life where she is able to actively give back to her

community. Emelie serves as the representative for Ward 4 on the Bemidji City Council, serves under Minnesota Supreme Court appointment
{" o 'f Chm ’L';_‘,to the State of Minnesota Guardian ad Litem Board, and is the Board Chair foir the Nameless Coalition for the Homeless.
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/ . / There is significant disproportional over and under representation of traditionally marginalized groups across systems in our local
communities. Understanding and acknowledging reasons behind -disproportionality, disparate access, disparate response, and disparate
/," outcomes and how they intersect with educational, judicial, social, employmeilt, health, and other systems is key to creating effective response
o L i that will bring transformative change. ¥
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